
 

National Cervical Cancer Elimination Strategy Project 
 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND    
  

On 17 November 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) officially launched the Global Strategy 
to Accelerate the Elimination of Cervical Cancer as a Public Health Problem. Fittingly, Australia—
which has a history of global leadership in cervical cancer control programs, technology and 
research and one of the lowest cervical cancer incidence and mortality rates in the world—led the way 
by sponsoring a successful resolution at the 73rd World Health Assembly to adopt the strategy.   

   

The adoption of the global strategy means that for the first time ever, the world has committed to 
eliminate a cancer as a public health problem. This goal will be achieved when the incidence rate of 
cervical cancer falls to fewer than 4 per 100,000 women in every country. 
    
Under the WHO global strategy, countries across the globe are striving to achieve the 
following targets across the three pillars of vaccination, screening, and treatment by 2030:    

• 90% of girls to be fully vaccinated with the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine by 15 years of 
age     

• 70% of women to be screened by 35 and again by 45 years of age using a high 
precision test i.e., an HPV PCR-based test     

• 90% of women identified with cervical disease to receive treatment for precancerous lesions or 
invasive cancer.     

   
As a result of Australia's world-leading HPV vaccination and cervical screening programs, innovative 
clinical trials and high-quality cancer treatment and care, Australia has the lowest rates of incidence 
and mortality in the world.  
 
However, the evidence is clear that incidence and mortality vary across Australia, and certain groups 
face poorer outcomes:  

• Incidence in remote areas is 14.5 new cases per 100,000 women, compared with 10.1 per 
100,000 in major cities   

• Women in very remote areas are three times more likely to die from cervical cancer compared to 
those living in major cities1  

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women are twice as likely to be diagnosed with cervical 
cancer than other Australians, and almost four times more likely to die from it.2  
 

Whilst modelling suggests that Australia is on track to be the first in the world to reach cervical cancer 
elimination, a focus on achieving equity in outcomes is necessary so that elimination becomes a 
reality for all women and people with a cervix in Australia. The Australian government has committed 
to eliminate cervical cancer in Australia by no later than 2035 and is playing a leading role in the 
global commitment to eliminate cervical cancer as a public health problem3.  
   

  

 
1 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2021. Cancer screening programs: quarterly data. Cat. no: CAN 114. Canberra: 
AIHW. Available at: https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/cancer-screening/national-cancer-screening-programs-
participation/contents/national-cervical-screening-program/participation  
2  Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2020. National Cervical Screening Program monitoring report 2020. Cancer series 
130. Cat. no. CAN 138. Canberra: AIHW. 
3  https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-greg-hunt-mp/media/australia-leads-the-way-on-global-health-action 

https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/11/17/default-calendar/launch-of-the-global-strategy-to-accelerate-the-elimination-of-cervical-cancer
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2020/11/17/default-calendar/launch-of-the-global-strategy-to-accelerate-the-elimination-of-cervical-cancer
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/cancer-screening/national-cancer-screening-programs-participation/contents/national-cervical-screening-program/participation
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/cancer-screening/national-cancer-screening-programs-participation/contents/national-cervical-screening-program/participation


 

PROJECT AIM    
  

The Australian Department of Health has commissioned the Australian Centre for the Prevention of 
Cervical Cancer (ACPCC) to deliver a collaborative, nation-wide project to develop a National 
Cervical Cancer Elimination Strategy. This will inform and guide the Department of Health’s key 
strategic activities to achieve the elimination of cervical cancer as a public health problem in Australia 
by no later than 2035.   

   

   

PROJECT APPROACH    
  

The Strategy will be developed in consultation with key stakeholders across the three 
pillars of cervical cancer elimination and with an overarching equity lens.   

    
There will be a strong overarching equity lens to ensure we tackle inequities in cervical cancer cases 
and deaths that exist across population groups in Australia. This approach will ensure elimination of 
this preventable disease can be achieved for all women and people with a cervix across Australia.   
     

ACPCC will ensure that underscreened population groups will be prioritised and central to 
the development and endorsement of the Strategy.     

   

The project will set Australia on the path to meet its commitment to the WHO strategy to eliminate 
cervical cancer as a public health problem worldwide by the end of the century, through the three 
pillars of vaccination, screening and treatment.    
   
ACPCC will work in partnership and collaboration with the Department of Health, state and territory 
health departments, cancer control bodies, relevant health organisations and underscreened priority 
population groups to develop the Elimination Strategy and Implementation 
Recommendations. Strategic, well-planned and transparent engagement will help to ensure the 
project is well informed, relevant, feasible and achieves strong acceptance and support from 
stakeholders.   
   

 

PROJECT DELIVERABLES    
1. Develop the Project Plan and establish and support the governance structures required to 

guide, contribute, monitor and report on project activities and outcomes.     
2. Develop a Stakeholder Engagement and Consultation Plan. This plan will set out a collaborative 

approach, allow adequate time for meaningful consultation, and ensure underscreened priority 
population groups are central to the development and endorsement of the Strategy.   

3. Prepare a strategic summary analysis of Australia’s current progress towards elimination of 
cervical cancer and a consultation paper. Undertake an extensive consultation process with all 
jurisdictions and relevant stakeholders.    

4. Prepare a national strategy and implementation recommendations for the elimination of cervical 
cancer as a public health problem. Seek endorsement of the Strategy from key stakeholders.   

    

The project commenced on 29 October 2021 and will be delivered in four phases, including:   
1. Planning;    
2. An information gathering, strategic analysis and initial consultation phase;    
3. A second round of consultation to test and confirm the direction and details of the draft Strategy 

with key stakeholders; and    
4. Delivery of a final National Cervical Cancer Elimination Strategy that is ready for public release.    
    

    

FURTHER INFORMATION AND CONTACT DETAILS    
 

Contact the National Elimination Project Team at elimination@acpcc.org.au     

mailto:elimination@vcs.org.au

